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Abstract — Zygiella x-notata (Clerck 1757) is 
newly recorded from Japan, based on the specimens 
collected from Yokohama Port, Kanagawa 
Prefecture, Honshu in 2003. The known 
distributional range of the species includes Europe 
and China, and North and South America possibly as 
the secondary introduction. It is likely that the pre¬ 
sent population found in Yokohama Port also origi¬ 
nates from human transport. 
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Up to the present, the spider genus Zygiella was repre¬ 
sented by only a single species, Z. dispar (Kulczynski 
1885), in Japan (Tanikawa 2002). In the summer of 2003, 
I collected several specimens of Zygiella x-notata (Clerck 
1757) at a car park of Yokohama Port Symbol Tower, 
Yokohama, Japan. The species will be recorded here as the 
first record in Japan. 

The voucher specimens are deposited in the collection of 
the Department of Zoology, National Science Museum, 


Tokyo. 1 wish to express my heartfelt thanks to Drs. 
Tadashi Miyashita and Richard Walters, the University of 
Tokyo, for their critical reading of the manuscript of this 
paper. 

Zygiella x-notata (Clerck 1757) 

(Figs. 1-4) 

Araneus x-notatus Clerck 1757, p. 46, pi. 2, fig. 5. 

Zygiella x-notata: Simon 1929, pp. 663. 665, 754, figs. 1018, 

1028; Levi 1974, p. 276, figs. 21-31, 57-58; Roberts 1985, p. 

220, fig. 99c; Heimer & Nentwig 1991, p. 66, fig. 143; Song, 

Zhu & Chen, 1999, p. 229, figs. 130 D-E; Dondale et al. 

2003, p. 300, figs. 704-710. 

Specimens examined. 28, Yokohama Port Symbol Tower, 
Naka-ku, Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa Pref., Japan, 20-VII-2003, 
A. Tanikawa leg. (NSMT-Ar 5484-5485). 2juv, same locality, 
date and collector, became adult males after moltings at Aug. 2 
and 8 (NSMT-Ar 5486-5487). 

Description. [Based on the Japanese specimens; meas¬ 
urements in parentheses are those for the other specimen of 
the same sex] Measurements (in mm). Body ^6.77 (7.31), 
c?4.70 (4.70) long. Carapace ^3.27 (3.27), c?2.46(2.49) 
long; -^2.37 (2.27), J\.ll (1.79) wide. Length of legs [fe- 
male/male; tarsus + metatarsus + tibia + patella + femur = 
total]: I, 1.06 + 3.70 + 3.22 + 1.56 + 3.52 = 13.06/1.05 + 
4.15 + 3.38 + 1.30 + 3.25 = 13.13; II, 0.86 + 2.66 + 2.24 + 
1.36 + 2.84 = 9.96/0.88 + 2.70 + 2.15 + 1.10 + 2.45 + 9.28; 
III, 0.68 + 1.52 + 1.12 + 0.96 + 1.92 = 6.20/0.55 + 1.35 + 
0.98 + 0.78 + 1.65 = 5.31; IV, 0.72 + 2.18 + 1.74 + 1.24 + 
2.60 = 8.48/0.65 + 1.80 + 1.38 + 0.88 + 2.05 = 6.76. 
Abdomen )^3.48 (3.76), c?2.48(2.34) long; )^3.04 (3.32), 
c?1.88 (2.03) wide. 

Female and male. Carapace longer than wide [length/- 
width ^1.38 (1.38), (?1.39]. Median ocular area wider than 
long [length/width ^0.89 (0.85), c?0.93 (0.86)]; wider in 
front than behind [anterior width / posterior width ^-1.17 



Figs. 12 . Zygiella x-notata (Clerck 1757) — 1. Female, habitus; 2. male, habitus. (Specimens from Yokohama Port, Honshu) 
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Figs. 3^4. Zygiella x-notata (Clerck 1757) — 3, Male left palp, ventral view; 4, epigynum, posterior view. (Scales: 0.1 mm.) (Specimens 
from Yokohama Port, Honshu) 


(1.21), cfl.M (1.19)]. Promargin of chelicera with ^3/c?'2 
teeth, retromargin with ^3/c?'5(4-5) teeth. Labium wider than 
long [length/width -^0.75 (0.81), t?0.89 (0.86)]. Sternum 
longer than wide [length/width -¥-1.23 (1.31), (7'1.22 (1.21)]. 
Length of leg I / length of carapace ^3.99 (4.23), (?5.34 
(5.42). Male palp: embolus rostriform, without embolic 
apophysis (Fig. 3). Abdomen longer than wide [length/- 
width ^^1.14 (1.13), c?'L32 (1.15)]. Epigynum, well 
sclerotized, with a pair of conspicuous openings in posterior 
view (Fig. 4). 

Coloration and markings. Female and male (Figs. 1^2). 
Carapace pale brown, head region darker. Dorsum of abdo¬ 
men white, with dark brown folium. 

Remarks. Zygiella x-notata is widely distributed from 
Europe to the Americas, and China. It is thought that x- 
notata is native to Europe and that it has been accidentally 
introduced to the other holarctic region by man (Levi 1974). 
As the only records of Japanese x-notata are from 
Yokohama Port, it would also appear that this species has 
been artificially introduced to Japan. 

Distribution. Japan, China (Guangxi), Europe, Pacific 
and Atlantic coasts of North America, temperate South 
America. 
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